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Divergence and Advergence in Mainland and Insular Norman: Superstrate
influence in Language Change

King John of England’s defeat by the French in 1204 led to the territorial fragmenta-
tion of the Duchy of Normandy. Henceforth, the Norman mainland, allied to France,
and the Channel Islands, allied to England, would find themselves on different sides
of an ever-widening linguistic gulf. Using original morphosyntactic and lexical data,
my paper examines the linguistic contact that has occurred between Norman and
its two typologically different superstrates (French and English) and explores how
advergence with these superstrates has led Norman to diverge linguistically within
these territories.

. E—

Mari C. Jones is Professor of French Linguistics
and Language Change at the Faculty of Mo-
dern and Medieval Languages and Linguistics
at the University of Cambridge. She specialises
in French linguistics, especially language death
theory and dialectology. Jones is interested in
all aspects of language change, dialectology,
language contact and questions of standardi-
sation. Her research has focused particularly
on Welsh, Breton and - at present - Insular and
Mainland Norman.
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